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Latest Developments
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 A portfolio of projects is recommended to meet the needs of the South 

Fork, which includes the South Fork Offshore Wind Project

 NYSERDA Offshore Wind (OSW) Master Plan Blueprint
 NYSERDA requested the opportunity to review the South Fork Offshore Wind Project within the 

framework of its OSW Blueprint being developed for the State as a whole

 LIPA and PSEG Long Island began discussions regarding contract terms with the project 

developers pending the release of the OSW Blueprint

 The Blueprint was released on September 15, 2016 – it contemplates “early wind projects” 

proceeding in parallel with the Master Plan; and the South Fork Offshore Wind Project is 

consistent with the criteria specified in the Blueprint for such projects.



Objectives of the South Fork RFP
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 Issue
 Given projected load growth on the South Fork, existing resources and transmission 

infrastructure will not reliably meet customers’ future needs beginning in 2017.

 A reference solution was developed consisting of ten transmission enhancements with a total 

investment of $513 million (2015 dollars). 

 Objectives
 Acquire sufficient local resources to reliably meet projected load growth and defer the need for 

new transmission until at least 2022 in the South Fork (and through 2030 in the Montauk area).

 Support the Reforming  the Energy Vision (REV) initiative.

 Eligible Resources
 RFP allowed load reduction, energy efficiency, renewable generation, energy storage, and 

conventional generation connected to substations, distribution feeders, or at customer facilities.

 Renewable resources received credit towards LIPA’s 400 MW renewable resource goal.



South Fork Load Pocket
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South Fork: Resource Need Summary
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Emergent 
Need

(2017‐2018)

Short‐Term Need
(2019 – 2022)

Long‐Term Need
(2023 – 2030)



Evaluation Process Overview
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 Phase I - categorize, summarize and check proposal contents
 19 moved to Phase II; 2 disqualified 

 Phase II – initial evaluation based on qualitative and quantitative analysis
 Qualitative Criteria – rates each proposal for items such as

 Proposer’s experience including that of contractors and subcontractors

 Development and schedule risk

 Price certainty and risk of price increases

 Financing plan

 Site control

 Fuel supply plan, if applicable

 Quantitative Criteria

 Levelized cost analysis including cost of resources plus credit for avoided energy and capacity costs, transmission and 
distribution deferral, and credit towards the 400 MW renewable goal

 13 moved to Phase III; 6 of 12 battery proposals did not proceed

 Phase III – detailed analysis of portfolios of proposals
 Nine alternative portfolios developed; five determined to be feasible and were evaluated

 Qualitative evaluations reviewed and updated as new information became available

 Detailed transmission and production cost modeling

 Meetings with local community and interest groups regarding the RFP and 
its objectives have been conducted throughout the RFP process
 Meetings subject to NDA held with South Fork communities regarding detailed implications of leading portfolios

 LIPA Staff and DPS Staff observed activities of the Selection Committee



Recommended Portfolio

Proposal MW Size Location In Service

AEG Load Reduction 8.3 South Fork Area 2017 to 2019

LI Energy Storage 5.1 Montauk 2018 (May)

LI Energy Storage 5.1 East Hampton 2018 (May)

Deepwater Offshore Wind 90* East Hampton 
Connection

2022 (December)

* The proposed wind farm would be rated at 90 MW, but a slightly smaller amount would be delivered to East 
Hampton due to transmission losses.
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• Highest ranked portfolio (quantitative and qualitative)
• Lowest estimated bill impact ($1.19/month for average customer)
• All five portfolios require transmission enhancements (additional $2.48/month by 

2026)



Estimated Contract Costs of Recommended Portfolio (All costs in million of dollars)

Financial Impacts – Summary of Contracts
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Project

Annual Cost 

Estimate 

Range 

Annual Avoided Cost Estimate

Net Annual 

Cost Range

Capacity and 

Energy

Deferred

T&D Investment

Avoided

Renewable RFP 

Costs

Total 67 - 90 20 - 38 11 - 37 48 - 75 (41) – 72

2 Total range is not equal to the sum of the individual components due to differences in timing

 The impact of the Recommended Portfolio including the credits for capacity and energy, deferred T&D 

investment, and avoided renewable RFP costs, ranges from $7 million of net costs to $41 million of net savings.

 The direct costs of the projects in the Portfolio, including emergency generators, are estimated to range from $67 

million to $90 million a year are offset by the following avoided costs

 Capacity and energy costs from the markets and other power supplies under contract to LIPA are estimated 

to be reduced $20 million to $38 million a year

 Deferring the $513 million transmission investment is projected to save $11 to $37 million a year

 The offshore wind project reduces the amount of renewable resources needed to meet the LIPA Board of 

Trustees goal of 400 MW.  This reduced procurement need is projected to replace up to $75 million a year 

in contract costs that would otherwise be incurred.



Actions for Recommended Portfolio
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Discussions have begun with the developers for three Power Purchase Agreements, 

which if successful, will be subject to Board approval after the release of the OSW 

Blueprint:
Deepwater Wind, LLC’s Deepwater ONE South Fork proposal

 90 MW offshore wind project, consisting of 15 GE wind turbine generators 

 Located over 30 miles southeast of Montauk and more than 19 miles from Block Island

 Interconnecting via undersea and underground cable with the existing 69 kV bus at the East Hampton substation

Long Island Energy Storage System, LLC’s Montauk Energy Storage System proposal

 Lithium ion battery storage system providing 5 MW of continuous power for 8 hours

 Located on two sites on Second House Road adjacent to and across the road from new Navy Road substation

 Initially interconnecting via an 1800 ft. underground cable into Montauk substation and then replaced by a 100 ft. 13 kV dedicated 

connection to the new Navy Road substation when it becomes operational.

Long Island Energy Storage System, LLC’s East Hampton Energy Storage System proposal

 Lithium ion battery storage system providing 5 MW of continuous power for 8 hours

 Located at the existing National Grid-owned power generation site west of Cove Hollow Road in the town of East Hampton

 Interconnecting via a 300 ft. 13 kV dedicated feeder into the East Hampton substation

To implement this portfolio, PSEG Long Island will also negotiate an Energy Services 

Agreement for the following proposal:
Applied Energy Group’s Proposal to Provide Load Reduction Resources on the South Fork of Long Island

 Load reductions of 8.3 MW consisting of multiple direct load control devices with Demand Response management systems

 Direct load control of central air conditioning systems, room air conditioning units, and pool pumps at customer sites



Other Actions to Implement Recommended 

Portfolio
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In addition to the recommended portfolio from this RFP, PSEG Long Island will be 
required to take the following actions to preserve reliability on the South Fork:

South Fork transmission enhancements (operational between 2019 and 2026)
 Four new underground transmission lines

 Upgrade of 5 substations

 Replace insulators to upgrade existing overhead line

 Little visual impact

 $513 million cost (in 2015 dollars)

Emergency generator connections at Montauk and East Hampton substations
 Temporary generators to be installed until transmission enhancements are completed

 Montauk generators installed in the summer periods of 2017 through 2019

 East Hampton generators installed in the summer periods of 2017 and 2018

 Generators will be moved to the South Fork only during the summer periods

 Generators will be operated only during peak load periods to maintain reliability during transmission outages

 Compressed natural gas (CNG) fuel is strongly preferred; oil fuel will be used only if CNG is infeasible

LIPA Board will be asked to approve the addition of $8.9 million to 2017 capital 
budget and $45.3 million to 2018 capital budget.  Additional capital will be needed 
to fund the $513 million investment between 2019 and 2026.



Benefits of Proposed Actions

 The combination of transmission, demand reduction, storage, and 

offshore wind projects meets the reliability needs of the South Fork at 

least through 2030

 Supports renewable energy for the South Fork 
 Helps meet the 400 MW renewable goal at a competitive cost

 Builds a delivery infrastructure that can accommodate additional large-scale renewable projects 

delivered to the South Fork

 Supports REV objectives
 AEG project targets the residential and small commercial market sectors with proven solutions:

 Central Air Conditioning Direct Load Control (DLC)

 Room Air Conditioner DLC

 Energy Efficient Products such as LED Lamps

 First installation of utility scale battery storage on Long Island

 Uses a combination of distributed and renewable resources to reduce the cost of transmission 

investments

 Long term reduction in carbon emissions averages about 200,000 tons per year after offshore wind 

begins operation

11



Project Locations
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Far Rockaway

Batteries Load Reduction 
– All areas

Offshore Wind 
Interconnecting 
Transmission 
Line



Transmission Enhancements – Low Visual 

Impact

Project Enhancement Visual Mitigation Voltage
Proposed In‐
Service Date

Canal – Southampton New line in 
existing conduit Underground 69 kV 2019

Wildwood – Riverhead Upgrade Replace insulators on 
existing overhead line 69 kV to 138 kV 2019

Bridgehampton – Buell New Circuit Underground 69 kV 2019

Amagansett  Conversion Upgrade Work inside substation 23 kV to 33 kV 2020
East Hampton 
Conversion Upgrade Work inside substation 23 kV to 33 kV 2020

Buell Conversion  Upgrade Work inside substation 23 kV to 33 kV 2020

Hither Hills Conversion Upgrade Work inside substation 23 kV to 33 kV 2021

Culloden Pt Conversion Upgrade Work inside substation 23 kV to 33 kV 2022

2nd Riverhead ‐ Canal 
cable with step‐down 
bank at Canal

New line in 
existing conduit Underground 138 kV 2022

Canal – Wainscott New Circuit Underground 138 kV 2026
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FOR CONSIDERATION 

 

January 25, 2017 

TO:  The Trustees 

FROM: Thomas Falcone 

SUBJECT: Authorization to enter into a Power Purchase Agreement with Deepwater Wind 

South Fork, LLC for the South Fork Wind Farm Project  

Requested Action 

The Trustees are requested to approve and adopt a resolution authorizing the Chief Executive 

Officer, or his designee(s), to execute a Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”) with Deepwater 

Wind South Fork, LLC (“Deepwater”), a wholly owned subsidiary of proposer, Deepwater 

Wind, LLC, and to take other such other actions as may be reasonably necessary to implement 

arrangements for the Long Island Power Authority (“LIPA” or the “Authority”) to purchase 

energy, installed capacity, renewable attributes and ancillary services from Deepwater’s 

proposed South Fork Wind Farm (the “Project”).1 

Background 

The South Fork of Long Island2 is a load pocket served by highly constrained radial transmission 

connections to the rest of the LIPA transmission & distribution (“T&D”) system, and a limited 

amount of existing local oil-fired generation.  The peak load on the South Fork is approximately 

300 megawatts (“MW”) and is projected to grow at an average annual rate of 2.5 percent.  

Without adding new resources, PSEG Long Island projected that transmission enhancements 

would be needed between 2017 and 2022 to meet South Fork loads and maintain system 

reliability.  

Issuance of the RFP 

On June 25, 2015, PSEG Long Island issued the South Fork RFP (“RFP”) to acquire sufficient 

local resources to meet expected peak load requirements and to defer to the greatest extent 

possible the construction of new transmission lines or other enhancements until at least 2022 in 

the South Fork as a whole, and until 2030 in the far eastern area of the South Fork (east of the 

Buell substation near the Village of East Hampton).  Consistent with the goals of the New York 

                                                           
1 The South Fork Wind Farm would be the first project developed within the wind development area known as 

Deepwater ONE. 
2 For purposes of the South Fork RFP, the South Fork consists of the electrical load in the towns of East Hampton 

and Southampton connected to LIPA’s T&D System east of the Canal Substation, which is located in the Town of 

Southampton. 
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State Public Service Commission’s Reforming the Energy Vision (“REV”) initiative, all 

technologies capable of meeting the desired objectives were invited to bid.   To encourage broad 

participation in the RFP, individual proposals were not required to meet the entire need by 

themselves and the RFP anticipated that a portfolio of proposals would be selected.  

Each proposal was required to propose a commercial operation date (“COD”) and include prices, 

terms, and conditions. The three preferred CODs were May 1st of 2017, May 1st of 2018 or May 

1st of 2019.  However, proposals with COD dates as late as December 31, 2022 were permitted. 

Three different proposed forms of contractual agreement were made available on PSEG Long 

Island’s website for specific resources: (i) a Power Purchase Agreement (“PPA”) for 

dispatchable Power Production resources (e.g., combustion turbines, reciprocating engines), (ii) a 

PPA for non-dispatchable Power Production resources (e.g., wind or solar resources), and (iii) an 

Energy Services Agreement for Load Reduction resources (e.g., direct load control).  The 

Respondents were requested to modify the applicable form of agreement to reflect resource 

specific requirements. 

The RFP was advertised in the New York State Contract Reporter and posted on both LIPA’s 

website and a website established by PSEG Long Island specifically for the RFP.  Prior to the 

proposal submittal deadline, prospective Respondents had the opportunity to submit written 

questions, to which PSEG Long Island responded in writing via the RFP website. 

The Evaluation Process 

A Selection Committee, consisting of staff from PSEG Long Island, supported by technical and 

legal advisors and consultants, was designated to conduct the evaluation.  Prior to the receipt of 

proposals, the Selection Committee designed a multi-phase evaluation process that focused on 

selecting a portfolio of proposals that would provide the best value to LIPA’s customers based 

on the quantitative and qualitative merits of each portfolio. During the evaluation process, LIPA 

staff provided input and oversight.  The New York State Department of Public Service attended 

Selection Committee meetings as an observer. 

On December 2, 2015, 21 proposals were received from 16 entities.  The 21 proposals included a 

wide range of technologies, including offshore wind, solar photovoltaic, lithium ion batteries, 

thermal storage, fuel cells, direct load control, aeroderivative combustion turbines, and 

reciprocating engines. The Selection Committee first reviewed the proposals individually for 

compliance with the submittal requirements of the RFP and then evaluated the responsive 

proposals based on criteria set forth in the RFP, including, among other things:  

 Qualitative aspects of each proposal; 

 Extent to which a proposal meets the objectives of the RFP; 

 Prices for capacity and energy; 

 Cost of fuel, where applicable; 
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 Costs of any required or avoided/deferred transmission system upgrades; 

 Credits for helping to meet the LIPA Board’s goal of 400 MW of renewables; and 

 The cost impact on LIPA’s purchases and sales of power.  

The qualitative evaluation considered the unique attributes of each proposal, including 

operational flexibility, environmental impacts, the interaction with LIPA’s other power supply 

resources, community impact and acceptance, and the ability to meet the proposed project 

schedule. 

During the evaluation, PSEG Long Island with input from LIPA’s staff, identified and evaluated 

potential combinations of individual proposals that would be able to provide the best possible 

solutions to the South Fork needs through at least 2022 (each such combination a “Portfolio”).  

Each Portfolio consisted of three to eight proposals selected from among the most cost-effective 

proposals based on the initial quantitative evaluation and with the least implementation and 

reliability risk based on the initial qualitative evaluation. As none of the Portfolios provided a 

solution that did not eventually require either the construction of transmission reinforcements or 

procurement of additional resources to assure reliability on the South Fork, the analysis of each 

Portfolio reflected the amount of transmission reinforcement deferrals that could be achieved.  

The analysis also determined that, based on the locations of the projects included in the 

Portfolios, there would still remain a need to reinforce the South Fork transmission system to 

enable the power from the proposed resources and the rest of the system to be delivered east 

toward Montauk.  South Fork transmission system reinforcement would also be required to 

support off-peak charging of the proposed storage batteries3.  In addition, to assure reliability 

between 2017 and the completion of the projects comprising each Portfolio (2019-2022), the 

analysis identified the need for the temporary installation of a small amount of emergency 

standby generation at the Montauk/Navy Road and East Hampton substations.   

After further detailed quantitative and qualitative analyses were conducted, representatives of the 

Selection Committee met with South Fork community representatives on May 31, 2016 and June 

23, 2016 to obtain further insight into community support for the types of projects that appeared 

to have the most promise of providing a cost-effective solution to the RFP requirements.  

Upon completion of the final qualitative and quantitative analyses in July 2016, the PSEG Long 

Island Selection Committee identified a Portfolio consisting of load reduction, battery storage, 

and offshore wind resources that provided the best value to customers.  This Portfolio has the 

lowest net cost of the portfolios evaluated and meets the objectives of the RFP.  In other words, 

the aggregate cost imposed on LIPA by the Portfolio projects would be less on a net present 

value basis than timely construction of new transmission alone. 

                                                           
3 In all cases, the transmission enhancements would have little or no visual impact, as new lines would be installed 

in existing underground conduits or in areas where it is not feasible to locate a new overhead circuit; and 

modifications would occur within existing substations or involve replacement of insulators on overhead circuits.  
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The selected Portfolio includes implementation of a load reduction program proposed by Applied 

Energy Group (“AEG”) to assist with meeting the forecasted need beginning in 2017.  PSEG 

Long Island is currently negotiating an Energy Services Agreement to implement this project as 

soon as possible4.  AEG’s proposal would provide load reductions of 8.3 MW consisting of 

multiple direct load control devices and a demand response management system targeting central 

air conditioning systems, room air conditioning units, and pool pumps at customer sites. 

In addition to the AEG project, the Portfolio also includes the following projects.  

Deepwater Wind South Fork, LLC –South Fork Wind Farm (90 MW) 

Deepwater Wind South Fork, LLC (privately held by management and a group of investors 

including entities of the D. E. Shaw group) proposes to develop, operate, and own an 

approximately 90 MW offshore wind farm located in federal waters 30 miles east of Montauk 

and more than 19 miles from the nearest inhabited land (Block Island).  The site is a federally-

zoned offshore Wind Energy Area leased through the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  

The Project would interconnect with the LIPA transmission system via an approximately 50 mile 

138-kV undersea and underground cable connecting to the existing 69 kV bus at the East 

Hampton substation.  Deepwater Wind South Fork, LLC proposes to achieve a December 1, 

2022 COD for this project. 

LI Energy System, LLC - Montauk Energy Storage System (5 MW) 

LI Energy System, LLC (jointly owned by indirect, wholly-owned subsidiaries of NextEra 

Energy Resources, LLC and National Grid USA) proposes to develop, operate, and own a new 

lithium ion battery storage facility located in Montauk on two sites on Second House Road 

adjacent to and across the road from the planned Navy Road substation. The project would be 

rated at 5 MW and would be connected via a 100 ft. 13 kV dedicated feeder into Navy Road 

substation or 1800 ft. underground cable into Montauk substation.  Current plans are for the 

Navy Road substation to be in service in time for connection of the LI Energy System project. LI 

Energy System, LLC proposes to achieve a May 1, 2018 COD for this project. 

LI Energy System, LLC – East Hampton Energy Storage System (5 MW) 

LI Energy System, LLC also proposes to develop, operate, and own a new lithium ion battery 

storage facility located at the existing National Grid-owned power generation site west of Cove 

Hollow Road in the town of East Hampton.  The project would be rated at 5 MW and would be 

connected via a 300 ft. 13 kV dedicated feeder into the East Hampton substation.  LI Energy 

System, LLC proposes to achieve a May 1, 2018 COD for this project. 

                                                           
4 The proposed agreement with AEG does not require Authority approval because it is a service provider agreement 

within the meaning of Public Authorities Law Section 1020-cc(ii), consistent with PSEG Long Island’s 

responsibilities under the Amended and Restated Operations Services Agreement. 
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Status of PPA Negotiations 

PPA negotiations commenced during the summer of 2016.  PPAs for LI Storage System LLC, 

Montauk Energy and East Hampton Storage Systems are still being negotiated.  Once 

satisfactory PPAs have been negotiated and both projects have completed the State 

Environmental Quality Review (“SEQR”) process, these PPAs will be submitted to the LIPA 

Board of Trustees for approval. 

Negotiations for the Deepwater Wind South Fork PPA (“PPA”) conducted by PSEG Long 

Island, with assistance and oversight by Authority Staff, were completed in January 2017.  Under 

the proposed Deepwater PPA, the Authority will receive all of the energy, installed capacity, 

renewable attributes, and ancillary services (the “Products”) that the wind project can produce 

during a base term of twenty (20) years and the Authority has the right to request a 5-year 

extension at a discounted price.  Payment for the Products is solely on a “pay-for-performance” 

basis for energy delivered to LIPA at its East Hampton substation.  Deepwater is responsible for 

all transmission losses between the wind farm and the substation, which are currently estimated 

to be approximately 2.5 MW.  The PPA sets a target for annual energy deliveries based on 

average weather conditions and expected project performance5.  Should actual annual deliveries 

exceed target levels, the Authority is entitled to the excess energy at a discounted price.   

The PPA requires Deepwater to obtain all required Federal, State and local permits, enter into 

necessary contracts to construct the Project, obtain financing, and reach key development 

milestones by dates certain.6  Deepwater would be subject to payment of specified liquidated 

damages for delays or failure in meeting milestones for permitting, construction and commercial 

operation.  The project is currently planned to consist of fifteen 6-MW turbines (i.e., a total of 90 

MW of capacity), but the PPA allows Deepwater to select from commercially available turbine 

sizes.  To protect customers, the PPA also sets limits for the minimum and maximum size of the 

project.  Deepwater also plans to construct a project substation adjacent to the East Hampton 

substation on land owned by National Grid.  The Authority will cooperate with National Grid to 

allow Deepwater to obtain the land rights it needs.   

 

                                                           
5 The target level for energy deliveries includes an allowance for potential transmission system limitations that were 

assumed at the time of the RFP and identified in the RFP proposal requirements.  The limitation assumed at the 

issuance of the RFP was for hourly deliveries of no greater than 75 MW.  Actual limitations, if any, will be 

determined in the course of interconnection studies to be conducted by PSEG Long Island and the New York 

Independent System Operator.  At the conclusion of these studies, there may or may not be a limitation on hourly 

deliveries.  Excess energy deliveries are at a discounted price. 
6 SEQRA analysis is not required for the Board to authorize execution of this agreement.  The project itself is 

located in federal waters.  Environmental reviews have been conducted and are supervised by the Bureau of Ocean 

Energy Management pursuant to federal law.  Construction of the submarine and underground transmission that will 

interconnect the project to the LIPA system will requires a certificate of environmental compatibility and public 

need from the Public Service Commission pursuant to Article VII of the Public Service Law.  
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The PPA also allows LIPA to request to prepay a specified portion of contract payments in a 

lump sum to reduce the financing costs associated with the purchase of wind energy.  If LIPA 

and Deepwater reach agreement on the terms of such a prepayment, an amendment to the PPA to 

effectuate the prepayment would be submitted to the Trustees for approval.  In the event LIPA 

agrees to such a prepayment, and the Authority intends to finance all or a portion of the cost of 

such prepayment and any related costs through the issuance of tax-exempt debt of the Authority 

then the Board is requested to authorize the Chief Executive Officer, the Chief Financial Officer 

or their respective designees to evidence such intent by appropriate certifications.  LIPA would 

only pursue such a prepayment if it were financially beneficial to its customers. 

Recommendation 

For the foregoing reasons, I recommend that the Trustees adopt a resolution in the form of the 

resolution attached hereto.  

  

Attachment  

 

Exhibit A - Resolution Authorizing Execution of the Deepwater Wind South Fork, LLC Power 

Purchase Agreement 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH 

DEEPWATER WIND SOUTH FORK, LLC FOR THE SOUTH FORK WIND FARM 

PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, on June 25, 2015, PSEG Long Island LLC, on behalf of LIPA, issued a Request for 

Proposals for South Fork Resources (“RFP”) to acquire sufficient local resources to meet expected 

peak load requirements and defer investment in new transmission lines or other enhancements 

until at least 2022 in the South Fork as a whole, and until 2030 in the far eastern area of the South 

Fork; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of LIPA to enter into a power purchase agreement (“PPA”) 

and other related agreements regarding the South Fork Wind Farm Project to assist with meeting 

the expected peak load requirements in the South Fork and the Authority’s renewable energy goals;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) authorizes 

the Chief Executive Officer or his designee(s) to execute a PPA and other related agreements and 

arrangements, consistent with the terms of the accompanying memorandum, and to perform such 

further acts and deeds as may be necessary, convenient or appropriate, in the judgment of the Chief 

Executive Officer or his designee, to implement the Authority’s purchase of energy, installed 

capacity, renewable attributes and ancillary services from the Deepwater Wind South Fork, LLC, 

South Fork Wind Farm project; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, if LIPA and Deepwater reach an agreement on the terms of 

a prepayment of a portion of contract payments due under the PPA, and the Authority intends to 

finance all of a portion of the cost of such prepayment and any related costs through the issuance 

of tax-exempt debt of the Authority, the Board hereby authorizes each of the Chief Executive 

Officer, the Chief Financial Officer or their respective designees to evidence such intent by 

appropriate certifications. 
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Widespread & Diverse Support for LIPA Trustees Approval of  

Nation’s Largest and Lowest Cost Offshore Wind Project off the South Fork 

 

Local, County, & State Officials join with Business, Labor, Environmental 

& Civic Leaders Urging Trustees to Advance 90MW Project & 

 Take First step to Developing LI’s Tremendous Offshore Wind Resource     

  

Governor Andrew Cuomo said, “New York is leading the nation with our unprecedented commitment 

to develop offshore wind which will provide clean, renewable energy for millions of New Yorkers while 

at the same time help in the fight to combat climate change and grow our green economy.  Offshore wind 

is critical to achieving our ambitious energy goals, reducing our carbon footprint and protecting the 

environment for generations to come.  I strongly encourage the Trustees to once again demonstrate New 

York's leadership on climate change and help achieve the state's ambitious goal of supplying 50 percent 

of our electricity from renewable energy by 2030. Next week marks another opportunity for this state to 

lead the nation in creating a stronger, more resilient energy system and protecting the environment for 

future generations.” 

 

New York State Senator Kenneth LaValle said, “Wind and other alternative energy sources are 

critically important components in our overall energy strategy.  This project will greatly bolster the East 

End’s energy reliability in an environmentally compatible manner, help stabilize rates, and create much 

needed construction jobs in the region.” 

 

New York State Senator Phil Boyle said, "I applaud the Long Island Power Authority's consideration of 

the proposed 90-megawatt, 15-turbine wind farm east of Montauk and encourage the Board of Directors 

to approve the Deepwater Wind proposal. With major changes in NY’s energy markets in recent years, 

including retirements of coal and nuclear generation and an increasing reliance on natural gas, it is more 

essential than ever to increase local renewable energy sources on a large scale. The proposal by 

Deepwater Wind will create jobs, and will ensure the protection of NY’s coastline, the tourism industry, 

and the quality of life for all here on Long Island.” 

 

New York State Senator Todd Kaminsky said, “A comprehensive offshore wind program is vital to 

growing a clean-energy economy and combating climate change. With this offshore wind farm, New 

York will take its rightful place as the national leader in advancing renewable energy. I will continue to 

advocate for investments in renewable energy that lower carbon emissions and grow our clean-energy 

economy.” 

 

New York State Assemblyman Steve Englebright said, “By making the commitment to move forward 

with this offshore wind project, LIPA will not only help New York further its state-wide carbon reduction 

and renewable energy goals but will also help to establish the infrastructure and quality labor force 

necessary to give Long Island and New York State the long-term competitive edge in an emerging 

offshore wind industry.” 

 

New York State Assemblyman Fred W. Thiele, Jr. said, “Long Island, and particularly the East End, 

faces unique energy and economic challenges.  As one of the few parts of Long Island in which energy 

demands continue to grow, we face a steadily increasing need for new sources of power.  Our existing 

electricity grid is operating at its limits and, given our population density and our commitment to 

conservation, building any new energy infrastructure here is difficult. I am pleased that with today’s 

announcement LIPA broadens their commitment to maintaining a renewable energy portfolio. Not only 

will this help the South Fork meet its increasing energy demand, but will do so in an environmentally 

responsible manner, creating jobs for our State.” 
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Southampton Town Supervisor Jay Schneiderman said, “LIPA is addressing the increasing energy use 

on the South Fork in a progressive manner using our abundant wind resource instead of adding poles and 

wires and reliance on fossil fuel. I urge the Trustees to lead the way on wind by approving this project.”     

 

East Hampton Town Supervisor Larry Cantwell said, “Offshore wind is a part of the Town’s strategy 

to address the forecasted energy shortage on the South Fork and potentially become a source of new jobs 

in the wind energy industry. Wind and other projects currently being planned will provide for more 

reliable, resilient, and affordable power in East Hampton. ” 

 

Richard V. Guardino, Executive Director Long Island Regional Planning Council said, “The 

promise of new economic opportunities that LIPA’s off-shore wind project can bring to Long Island is 

reason to celebrate and support New York State’s first off-shore wind farm.  We applaud the commitment 

to clean energy and wind power and see this as a unique opportunity for Long Island to lead in this 

growing industry and become a hub for offshore wind development.” 

 

Kevin Law, President and CEO of the Long Island Association said, "The offshore wind farm 

proposed by Deepwater Wind is an important step forward in building Long Island's clean energy 

economy, creating new jobs in this industry and diversifying our fuel sources which is why the LIA has 

supported this project." 

 

John R. Durso, President, Long Island Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO said, “LIPA’s decision to 

enter into an agreement with Deepwater Wind is good news for the Long Island labor movement.  It is a 

first step in realizing the potential for a new American industry with Long Island at the epicenter.  We 

thank New York State for their commitment to our energy future, an opportunity which includes union 

jobs. We are excited to put our skilled workforce on the job.” 

 

Gordian Raacke, Executive Director of Renewable Energy Long Island said, “This is a big step for 

LIPA, a bold step for renewable energy on Long Island, and the beginning of an offshore wind industry in 

the State of New York and the country. “We commend Governor Cuomo and LIPA for showing visionary 

leadership in the transition to renewable energy and thank all who have advocated for offshore wind 

energy over the last couple of decades.” 

 

Kyle Strober, Executive Director of Association for a Better Long Island said, “Capturing the 

potential of off-shore wind could result in a boom for Long Island’s economy.  Over the long term, 

studies have shown that there is significant potential for off-shore wind projects to generate clean energy 

manufacturing jobs and attract new business to create genuine job growth. ABLI strongly encourages the 

LIPA Board of Trustees to vote in favor of New York’s first off-shore wind farm.” 

 

Neal Lewis, Executive Director of Molloy College’s Sustainability Institute said, “As a former LIPA 

trustee, I understand that this is a tremendous development that took a great deal of effort to bring about. 

The LIPA trustees have the opportunity at their next meeting to establish Long Island and New York 

State as true leaders in introducing twenty-first century clean, renewable energy projects, like offshore 

wind energy and by connecting it to an area with a load pocket like the South Fork, this project can be 

integrated it into the electric grid in a cost effective way.”  

 

Mitch Pally, Chief Executive Officer of Long Island Builders Institute said, “Deepwater Wind’s 

project will bring clean, affordable offshore wind energy to Long Island, which will help stabilize our 

energy prices, stimulate the economy, create job growth and development opportunities right here on 

Long Island. We look forward to LIPA’s Trustees approving this important beginning to harnessing this 

clean source of energy off our coastline.  
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Elizabeth Gordon, Director of the New York Offshore Wind Alliance said, “LIPA’s 90 MW South 

Fork project moves New York to the forefront of offshore wind development in America. “Major 

progress on what will be the nation’s largest offshore wind project, combined with Governor Cuomo’s 

2,400 MW commitment, makes it clear that New York is entering a new energy era – one where offshore 

wind power is poised to play a key role in meeting down state’s electricity needs.” 

 

Catherine Bowes, Senior Manager at National Wildlife Federation said, “Today marks major 

progress in New York’s pursuit of offshore wind power, the state’s golden opportunity to create 

thousands of jobs while helping meet the Governor’s 50 percent renewable energy goal. We applaud 

Governor Cuomo and LIPA for this bold leadership to advance the clean, offshore wind power needed to 

protect our communities and wildlife from the dangers of climate change.” 

 

Anne Reynolds, Executive Director of ACE NY said, "It is exciting to see LIPA’s leadership on 

investing in offshore wind, which is key to achieving the Governor’s vision of fifty percent renewable 

energy. LIPA recognizes that offshore wind can help affordably meet Long Island’s electricity needs with 

clean and homegrown power." 

 

Lisa Dix New York Senior Representative for the Sierra Club said, “We applaud the Long Island 

Power Authority and Governor Cuomo for their visionary leadership today. Building New York’s first, 

and nation’s largest, offshore wind project is an historic first step - by providing cost-effective, reliable 

and pollution free electricity for Long Islanders, creating jobs and new economic development 

opportunities for New Yorkers, and positioning the Empire State as a national climate and clean energy 

leader.” 

 

Adrienne Esposito, Executive Director, Citizens Campaign for the Environment said, “Our 

transition from fossil fuels to renewables has just taken a giant leap forward with this historic decision. 

This is game changer, a legacy that all New Yorkers will be proud of. By tackling climate change head on 

New York is proving to be a global leader.” 

 

Lisa Tyson, Director, Long Island Progressive Coalition said, "Today marks a dramatic change in the 

way New Yorkers think about energy. Long Island organizations, grassroots activists, and devoted 

community members have fought tirelessly over the years to make offshore wind a reality for Long Island 

and now their day has come. This decision is a tremendous win for renewable energy, the climate, and the 

people."  

 

Karl R. Rábago, Pace Energy and Climate Center said, “It is gratifying to see years of advocacy for 

clean energy development bearing fruit in such a spectacular fashion. And it is inspiring to have the 

leadership in New York that made it happen.” 

 

Conor Bambrick, air & energy director for Environmental Advocates of New York said, “More 

offshore wind means cleaner power, fewer childhood asthma attacks and a healthier planet. We applaud 

Governor Cuomo, the Long Island Power Authority and Deepwater Wind for jumping in with both feet 

and advancing the state toward the 100 percent clean, renewable energy future we so need."  

 

Kit Kennedy from NRDC said, “This is what our clean energy future looks like. Greenlighting the 

nation’s largest - and New York’s first - offshore wind farm would be a giant step forward in finally 

unleashing the largely untapped potential of this plentiful source of clean energy. Approving this project 

is critical to putting Governor Cuomo’s bold climate goals for the state into action.” 
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Bill Lipton, New York State Director, Working Families Party said, "We applaud Gov. Cuomo and 

LIPA's leadership in taking this step to bring offshore wind to New York. Offshore wind power offers the 

possibility of thousands of good jobs around the state, and will help us ensure healthy communities and 

meet our state's climate commitments. This is a big first step toward building a thriving economy powered 

by 100 percent clean renewable energy that works for all New Yorkers."  

 

Matt Ryan, Executive Director of ALIGN said, "We applaud this huge step forward toward powering 

New York with clean energy and good local jobs. The growing renewables sector can and must benefit 

communities and workers.” 

 

George Povall, Director of All Our Energy said, "Today's historic announcement is the culmination of 

so many years hard work from so many advocates. We are excited to honor their hard work and thank 

Governor Cuomo and the LIPA trustees for their forward thinking that moves Long Island into a future of 

climate protection with new economic opportunities for New Yorkers." 

 

Alex Beauchamp, Northeast Region Director Food & Water Watch said. "Today's announcement of 

what will be the country's largest offshore wind farm is welcome news.”  “Now we must ensure that this 

project is the first step – not the final one – for offshore wind in New York."  

 

Rosanne Barone, Climate Change Campaign Organizer with NYPIRG said, "Long Island is energy 

thirsty and transmission constrained, but is rich in ocean winds. This is a landmark step for the region, the 

state and ultimately a critical move towards a society powered by renewable energy.” 

 

Heather Leibowitz, Director, Environment New York said, "Offshore wind needs to be a significant 

part of the energy mix. It is key to putting the Empire State on a path toward an economy powered 

entirely by renewable energy. The 90-megawatts of energy produced off east Montauk will get us one 

step closer to this goal.” 

  

Kim Fraczek Co-Director, Sane Energy Project said, “This is a big step for New York State to begin a 

real transition to a renewable economy. Governor Cuomo and LIPA's decision to begin an Offshore Wind 

manufacturing hub right here at home is a positive signal that we are creating the way for utility scale 

offshore wind in our near future."  

 

Ling Tsou, Co-founder, United for Action said, “We are very excited to see the first offshore wind 

farm becoming a reality in New York State. This is a good beginning with more to follow.” 
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Groups Praise Governor Cuomo and LIPA for Recommending 

Approval of Nation's Largest Offshore Wind Project 
 

Uniondale, N.Y.— The Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) announced today it is 
recommending development of New York’s first ever offshore wind farm. LIPA’s board will 
formally vote on the proposed contract at a meeting next Wednesday. 
  
Slated to be the the largest in the nation, this 90-megawatt, 15-turbine offshore wind farm would 
be located far off the coast of Montauk, at the eastern end of Long Island. Deepwater Wind, one 
of the country’s leading offshore wind companies, would spearhead the project, which is 
estimated to be three times larger than the Block Island wind farm project slated to begin 
operation off the shores of Rhode Island later this year.   
  
For over five years, local, state and national organizations along with communities up and down 
Long Island in partnership with labor, municipal leaders and businesses have been actively 
engaged in pushing LIPA to embrace offshore wind power. Today, they cheered this 
announcement as the necessary first step in a bold long-term large scale offshore wind program 
for New York. The project will produce enough energy to power about 50,000 Long Island 
homes by 2022.  
  
The Long Island Power Authority is expected to formally approve the project at next week’s 
board meeting. LIPA and Deepwater Wind are expected to finalize all financial plans for the 
project by 2017. 
In response to the announcement, a coalition of organizations provided the following 
comments: 
  
“We applaud Governor Cuomo and the Long Island Power Authority for today’s historic 
announcement to move forward with New York’s first offshore wind project,” said Lisa Dix New 
York Senior Representative for the Sierra Club. “This announcement is the first step toward 
a bold long term, large scale offshore wind program for New York and catapults New York to the 
forefront of America’s clean energy economy. Today was the result of years of hard work by 
concerned citizens across the island and around the state that understand that offshore wind is 
essential to moving New York to a 100 percent clean energy future, while protecting our wildlife, 
environment and coastal communities from the devastating impacts of climate disruption.”   
  
“Our transition from fossil fuels  to renewables has just took a giant leap forward with this 
historic decision,” Adrienne Esposito, Executive Director, Citizens Campaign for the 
Environment said. “This is game changer, a legacy that all New Yorkers will be proud of.   By 
tackling climate change head on New York is proving to be a global leader.”  
  
"With LIPA's selection of offshore wind power, Long Island and the South Fork will get clean 
reliable power and New York State gets a head start building an offshore wind industry in this 
country,” Gordian Raacke, executive director, Renewable Energy Long Island said. “We 
commend Governor Cuomo and the LIPA Board for taking this big step forward in the transition 
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to renewable energy sources and thank the environmental and advocacy community for their 
many years of effective work to bring offshore wind power to our shores."  
  
"Today marks a dramatic change in the way New Yorkers think about energy,” Lisa Tyson, 
Director, Long Island Progressive Coalition said. “Long Island organizations, grassroots 
activists, and devoted community members have fought tirelessly over the years to make 
offshore wind a reality for Long Island and now their day has come. This decision is a 
tremendous win for renewable energy, the climate, and the people." 
  
"We applaud Gov. Cuomo and LIPA's leadership in taking this step to bring offshore wind to 
New York,” Bill Lipton, New York State Director, Working Families Party said. “Offshore 
wind power offers the possibility of thousands of good jobs around the state, and will help us 
ensure healthy communities and meet our state's climate commitments. This is a big first step 
toward building a thriving economy powered by 100 percent clean renewable energy that works 
for all New Yorkers." 
  
"We applaud this huge step forward toward powering New York with clean energy and good 
local jobs. The growing renewables sector can and must benefit communities and workers," 
Matt Ryan, Executive Director of ALIGN said. 
  
“Today marks major progress in New York’s pursuit of offshore wind power, the state’s golden 
opportunity to create thousands of jobs while helping meet the Governor’s 50% renewable 
energy goal,” said Catherine Bowes, Senior Manager at National Wildlife Federation. “We 
applaud Governor Cuomo and LIPA for this bold leadership to advance the clean, offshore wind 
power needed to protect our communities and wildlife from the dangers of climate change.” 
  
“This is what our clean energy future looks like. Greenlighting the nation’s largest—and New 
York’s first—offshore wind farm would be a giant step forward in finally unleashing the largely 
untapped potential of this plentiful source of clean energy,” Kit Kennedy from NRDC said. 
“Approving this project is critical to putting Governor Cuomo’s bold climate goals for the state 
into action.”   
“Today’s news that LIPA will pursue the Deepwater Wind project is an important step on the 
road to a renewable energy future. New York has excellent offshore wind energy potential that 
must be tapped to help us achieve the Governor’s 50 percent renewable energy goal by 2030,” 
Anne Reynolds, of ACE NY said. “Offshore wind can help meet Long Island’s electricity needs 
with clean and homegrown power.  
  
“More offshore wind means cleaner power, fewer childhood asthma attacks and a healthier 
planet,” Conor Bambrick, air & energy director for Environmental Advocates of New York 
said. “We applaud Governor Cuomo, the Long Island Power Authority and Deepwater Wind for 
jumping in with both feet and advancing the state toward the 100 percent clean, renewable 
energy future we so need." 
  
"Today's historic announcement is the culmination of so many years hard work from so many 
advocates,” George Povall, Director of All Our Energy said. “We are excited to honor their 
hard work and thank Governor Cuomo and the LIPA trustees for their forward thinking that 
moves Long Island into a future of climate protection with new economic opportunities for New 
Yorkers." 
  
"It's long past time for New York and the country to embrace offshore wind power, and today's 
announcement of what will be the country's largest offshore wind farm is welcome news,” Alex 



Beauchamp, Northeast Region Director at Food & Water Watch said. “Now we must ensure 
that this project is the first step – not the final one – for offshore wind in New York,"  
  
"Long Island is energy thirsty and transmission constrained, but is rich in ocean winds,” 
Rosanne Barone, Climate Change Campaign Organizer with NYPIRG said. “This is a 
landmark step for the region, the state and ultimately a critical move towards a society powered 
by renewable energy.” 
  
"Offshore wind needs to be a significant part of the energy mix. It is key to putting the Empire 
State on a path toward an economy powered entirely by renewable energy,” Heather 
Leibowitz, Director, Environment New York said. “The 90-megawatts of energy produced off 
east Montauk will get us one step closer to this goal.” 
  
“The is a big step for New York State to begin a real transition to a renewable economy,” Kim 
Fraczek Co-Director, Sane Energy Project said. “Governor Cuomo and LIPA's decision to 
begin an Offshore Wind manufacturing hub right here at home is a positive signal that we are 
creating the way for utility scale offshore wind in our near future." 
  
“We are very excited to see the first offshore wind farm becoming a reality in New York State. 
This is a good beginning with more to follow,” Ling Tsou, Co-founder, United for Action said. 
“Thank you Governor Cuomo and everyone who have worked hard to advocate for this issue.” 
  
"I am beyond excited to learn of Governor Cuomo's official support of a wind farm off the south 
fork of Long Island as it shows a real commitment to transitioning to a more renewable energy 
economy,” Shameika Hanson, Huntington Station, NYS Community Organizer for Mother's 
Out Front said. “I hope that he will ensure this be done as swiftly and justly as possible for our 
future and all the children whose futures are at stake the longer we wait to act on climate 
change." 
  
“We would like to thank Governor Cuomo for advocating for offshore wind and leading New 

York to the future” said Alexis Smallwood, Rockaway Wildfire.   
 








