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1.0 PREFACE 

 

This Environmental Assessment (EA) presents an analysis of the potential environmental 

consequences of the United States (U.S.) Department of Energy (DOE) providing access, through 

an easement, to BP Solar for the construction of a proposed 37 megawatt (MW) photovoltaic 

facility and a smaller 1-2 MW, Laboratory dedicated array at Brookhaven National Laboratory 

(BNL) and compares the potential impacts to the No Action Alternative. 

 

Alternatives considered but not assessed are also described. This EA will be used to determine 

whether a ñFinding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)ò to the environment would result from the 

construction and operation of the proposed BP Solar Array Project or whether an Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS) must be prepared. 

 

This document complies with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended 

(42 USC 4321-4347); the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations for implementing 

NEPA (40 CFR 1500-1508); and the DOE NEPA Regulations (10 CFR 1021). 
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2.0 SUMMARY  

 

BNL is a national laboratory overseen and primarily funded by the Office of Science (SC) of the 

DOE, and operated and managed by Brookhaven Science Associates (BSA), a limited liability 

company founded by Stony Brook University and Battelle, a nonprofit, applied science and 

technology organization. Located 60 miles east of New York City in Upton, NY, BNL conducts 

research in high energy and nuclear physics, chemistry, nanotechnology, environmental sciences, 

energy technologies and national security (See Figures 1 and 2). Among its missions, the 

Laboratory is charged with conceiving, designing, constructing and operating world-class, complex, 

leading-edge research facilities in response to the mission needs of DOE and to a large community 

consisting of university, industry, government and international users [SER]. 

 

 
 

 

Figure 1 - Regional View of Brookhaven National Laboratory Location 

 






























































































































