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STATE/NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Southampton North Main Street Historic District

The Southampton North Main Street Historic District is located in the northern central portion of
Southampton Village, along North Main Street between Willow Street/Railroad Plaza and Route
27. The northern edge of the historic district is approximately 0.1 miles south of the
Southampton Substation and the LIRR portion of the transmission line. In general, views of the
Southampton Substation from the Historic District are screened by vegetation, buildings, and the
wall that surrounds the substation but some views of the substation are possible. Further, upper
portions of the substation may be visible from the northernmost section of the Historic District,
particularly from the upper floors of businesses and homes within that portion of the district. The

proposed transmission line would be buried in this location. Therefore no significant adverse
impacts would occur.

Southampton Village Historic District & Expansion

The Southampton Village Historic District includes 374 contributing buildings in the central and
southern portions of Southampton Village, including portions of North Sea Road, Hill Street,
South Main Street, and others. The Historic District Expansion contains an additional 56
contributing buildings, and extends east, including portions of Lewis Street and others. These
historic districts are located south of the Southampton North Main Street Historic District
discussed above. The northernmost portion of this district is approximately 0.3 miles south of
the Southampton Substation and transmission line. Since the proposed transmission line would

be buried in this location, no significant adverse impacts would occur.

Water Mill at Water Mill

The Water Mill at Water Mill is located at 41 Old Mill Road, approximately 0.4 miles east of the
proposed Direct Route Alternative. While there is an area of relatively flat and open marshland
to the west of the mill (Mill Pond), vegetation to the north and east would prevent any views
from the Water Mill Hamlet. Photograph 1 on Figure 6-3a shows how vegetation that surrounds
Mill Pond limits views of the pond and areas beyond the pond in the direction of the Direct
Route Alternative. The intervening vegetation would screen all views of the transmission line.
Therefore, the Direct Route Alternative would not result in any significant adverse impacts to
the Water Mill at Water Mill.

Windmill at Water Mill (Corwith Windmill)

The Windmill at Water Mill (Corwith Windmill) is located on the village green in Water Mill,
and is approximately 0.5 miles from the proposed Direct Route Alternative transmission line.
Existing development in the vicinity of the windmill would obstruct all views of the
transmission lines from this location. Therefore, the Direct Route Alternative would not result in
any significant adverse impacts to the Windmill at Water Mill (Corwith Windmill).

The Bridgehampton Historical Society (the Corwith House)

The Corwith House is located at 2368 Montauk Highway, approximately 1 mile south of the
Direct Route Alternative transmission line. The distance and existing development would
obstruct all views of the transmission lines from this location. Furthermore, the transmission line
would be buried east of Mitchells Lane. Therefore the Direct Route Alternative would not result
in a significant adverse impact from this location.
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Bridgehampton Presbyterian Church

The Bridgehampton Presbyterian Church is located at 2429 Montauk Highway, approximately 1
mile south of the Direct Route Alternative transmission line. The 1-mile distance and existing
development would obstruct views of the transmission lines from this location. Therefore the
Direct Route Alternative would not result in a significant adverse impact from this location.

Beebe Windmill

Beebe Windmill is located on Ocean Road and Hildreth Ave in the Bridgehampton hamlet
center. The mill is approximately 2.2 miles south of the Bridgehampton Substation, and although
portions of the Direct Route Alternative along Scuttle Hole Road are as close as 1.25 miles from
the green, the transmission line would be buried in those locations. Therefore the Direct Route
Alternative would not result in a significant adverse impact from the Beebe Windmill.

The Captain Nathaniel Rogers House (a.k.a. the Hampton House; a.k.a. the Hopping House)

Captain Nathaniel Rogers House is located at 2539 Montauk Highway, approximately 1 mile
south of the Direct Route Alternative transmission line. However the distance and existing
development would likely obstruct all views of the transmission lines from this location.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES

Conscience Point National Wildlife Refuge

The Conscience Point National Wildlife Refuge is located approximately 3 miles north of the
Southampton substation. Distance, topography, and vegetation would screen views of the Direct
Route Alternative from this location. Photograph 5 on Figure 6-3c demonstrates that the distance
and existing buildings would not allow for views of the proposed transmission line.

Elizabeth A. Morton National Wildlife Refuge

The Elizabeth A. Morton National Wildlife Refuge is located on the Little Peconic and Noyac
Bays in Noyac, NY. It is northeast of Southampton and northwest of Bridgehampton. The
closest the Direct Route Alternative comes to the refuge is the intersection of Millstone Road
and Scuttle Hole Road in Southampton, at this point, the refuge is approximately 3 miles due
north of the proposed transmission line route. Therefore, views of the proposed transmission line
would not be possible. Photograph 4 on Figure 6-3b demonstrates how vegetation surrounding
the wildlife refuge would not allow views of the transmission line from this area. Due to
distance, topography, and vegetation the Direct Route Alternative would not be visible from this
location.

STATE GAME REFUGES AND STATE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

Linda Gronlund Memorial Nature Preserve

The Linda Gronlund Memorial Nature Preserve is located approximately 2 miles northeast of the
Bridgehampton Substation. The distance, topography, and vegetation between the substation and
the nature preserve would obstruct views of the Direct Route Alternative from this location.
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BOND ACT PROPERTIES PURCHASED UNDER EXCEPTIONAL SCENIC BEAUTY OR
OPEN SPACE CATEGORY

Eastern GEIS/Great Swamp

The Eastern GEIS/Great Swamp area lies between Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike and
Scuttle Hole and Brick Kiln Roads. This resource is located 0.1 miles north of the Direct Route
Alternative. However, since the transmission line would be buried east of Mitchells Lane, the
transmission line would not be visible from this resource.

Great Hill Pine Barrens

The Great Hill area is located in the North Sea section of Southampton and is one of the largest
contiguous blocks of Pine Barrens forest remaining east of Shinnecock Canal. This resource is
located more than 2.5 miles from the Southampton Substation. Due to the distance, existing
vegetation and topography, the Direct Route Alternative would not be visible from this location.

Long Pond Greenbelt

The Long Pond Greenbelt consists of a north-south corridor of interconnected ponds, streams,
wetlands, and woodlands stretching from Sag Harbor to Sagaponack to the Atlantic Ocean. A
portion of the greenbelt is adjacent to the Bridgehampton Substation and Bridgehampton Sag
Harbor Turnpike section of the Direct Route Alternative. The proposed transmission line would
be buried along Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike so no visibility of the transmission line
would be possible. Portions of the Bridgehampton Substation along the Bridgehampton Sag
Harbor Turnpike may be visible from portions of the Long Pond Greenbelt due to gaps in
vegetation. The Bridgehampton Substation is currently visible through a narrow band of
vegetation along the western side of Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike. Improvements at the
Bridgehampton Substation would be made approximately 350 feet from Bridgehampton Sag
Harbor Turnpike. This distance, combined with the vegetative screening would limit visibility of
any new equipment constructed at the substation. Furthermore, LIPA has committed to
providing appropriate new evergreen and deciduous vegetation to further screen any new
equipment in the event that it is visible from Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike.

Sagaponack Woods

Sagaponack Woods, a largely unspoiled area of dry oak-mixed heath forest, is located in
northern Bridgehampton. The Sagaponack Woods are located approximately 2 miles southeast
of the Direct Route Alternative and 2.5 miles southeast of the Bridgehampton Substation. The
nearest overhead portion of the transmission line would be west of Mitchells Lane. The distance,
topography, and heavy vegetation within the Sagaponack Woods would obstruct all views of the
Direct Route Alternative from this location.

Paumanok Path

Paumanok Path is a regional trail that will extend 125 miles from Rocky Point to Montauk Point.
A 30-mile trail section between Red Creek Park and Sagaponack remains to be completed,;
however, portions of the trail are already in place in eastern Southampton, including Big Woods
Preserve to North Sea Road, Laurel Valley County Park, and Brick Kiln Road to Widow Gavits
Road. Portions of the trail are located 0.25 miles from the Direct Route Alternative. However,
existing development, topography, and vegetation would obstruct most views of the Direct
Route Alternative from this trail. Any views of the Direct Route Alternative that may be
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possible in areas of less dense vegetation would be limited and brief, and would not result in any
significant adverse visual impacts.

Tuckahoe Woods and Trails

Tuckahoe Woods contains a number of existing trails. Planned trails include an interior loop trail
(with Paumanok Path comprising one side of the loop) and spur trails from the four roads
bordering the area: North Magee Street and Sandy Hollow, Sebonac, and West Neck Roads. The
southeast corner of the Tuckahoe Woods is 0.75 miles northwest of the Southampton Substation.
Views of the Direct Route Alternative would not be possible since the transmission line would

be buried between the Southampton Substation and North Sea Mecox Road.

Oak Ponds-to-Peconic Bay Trail

Oak Ponds-to-Peconic Bay Trail is a linear trail corridor generally oriented in a north-south
direction. The trail will utilize Paumanok Path between the former North Sea Landfill and
Rose’s Grove, and connections are planned for the southern section from North Sea-Mecox
Road to the former landfill and for the northern section from Rose’s Grove to Peconic Bay. The
southern end of the Oak Ponds-to-Peconic Bay Trail would be approximately 1.5 miles north of
the Southampton Substation and Direct Route Alternative which would be buried between the
Southampton Substation and North Sea Mecox Road. The distance, topography, and existing
development and vegetation would obstruct all views of the Direct Route Alternative from this
location. Therefore the Direct Route Alternative would not result in a significant adverse visual
impact on the Oak Ponds-to-Peconic Bay Trail.

Morton-to-Kellis Pond Trail

Morton-to-Kellis Pond Trail is a linear north-south trail project that will connect Morton NWR,
Laurel Valley County Park, Camps Pond, Atlantic Golf Club’s trail easement, Long Pond
(Bridgehampton), and Kellis Pond. The trail will intersect and follow Paumanok Path in Laurel
Valley County Park. The Morton to Kellis Pond Trail would intersect the Direct Route
Alternative as it crossed Scuttle Hole Road from the Atlantic Golf Course to Long Pond and
Kellis Pond. The Direct Route Alternative transmission lines would be visible to trail users as
they crossed the street. This section of Scuttle Hole Road is shown in Photosimulation F on
Figure 6-5f. The photosimulation shows the view of Scuttle Hole Road near Mitchells Lane.. As
shown in the photosimulation, the transmission lines would be similar to the existing utility lines
that run along Scuttle Hole Road and would not detract from the enjoyment of the trail. One of

the proposed riser poles may also be visible from this location. That riser pole would not affect

the quality or public enjoyment of the surrounding landscape since any views not screened by
vegetation would be brief and insignificant. The new transmission lines would run along the

route of other utility lines and would be attached to utility poles that are approximately 13 feet
higher than existing poles. Therefore, the Direct Route Alternative would not significantly alter
visual character in this area and would not have a visual impact on the Morton-to-Kellis Pond
Trail.

Trout Pond-to-Brick Hill Trail

Trout Pond-to-Brick Hill Trail is a linear north-south trail that will link Trout Pond, “Golf at the
Bridge’s” natural open space areas, and the overlook at the south end of Brick Hill. The trail will
intersect and follow Paumanok Path in “Golf at the Bridge’s” natural open space. The Trout
Pond-to-Brick Hill Trail is located more than 2.5 miles northwest of the Bridgehampton
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Substation and Direct Route Alternative. The proposed transmission line would be buried east of
Mitchells lane, thereby eliminating any possible visibility of the transmission line. Therefore, the
Direct Route Alternative would not result in any significant adverse impacts on the visual
resources of the Trout Pond-to-Brick Hill Trail.

Brick Kiln Woods

Brick Kiln Woods, which is also known as Great Swamp, will include an interior loop (with
Paumanok Path comprising one side of the loop) and spur trails from Brick Kiln Road,
Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike, and Scuttle Hole Road. A large loop is planned between
Brick Kiln Woods and Brick Hill, with another spur trail to Brick Kiln Road. The Direct Route
Alternative (which follows Scuttle Hole Road and the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike) and
Bridgehampton Substation (located on the Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike) are adjacent to

the Brick Kiln Woods trail system. Since the proposed transmission line would be buried east of
Mitchells Lane, it would not be visible from the Brick Kiln Woods.

Bay-to-Ocean Trail

The Bay-to-Ocean Trail is a north-south linear corridor that will extend from Sag Harbor to
Sagaponack. The trail will link Mashashimuit Park, the Long Pond Greenbelt, Poxabogue
County Park, Sagaponack farmland, and Atlantic Ocean beaches. The trail will intersect and
follow Paumanok Path in the Long Pond Greenbelt. The portion of the trail that follows the
Long Pond Greenbelt would come within 0.1 miles of the Direct Route Alternative, however the
transmission line would be buried in this location. From this section of the trail, the upper
portions of the Bridgehampton Substation may be visible but LIPA has committed to providing
any necessary screening to limit visibility of substation improvements. Therefore, the Direct
Route Alternative would not result in any significant adverse visual impacts on the Bay to Ocean
Trail.

LOCALLY SIGNIFICANT RESOURCES

Resources ldentified in the Town of Southampton Comprehensive Plan

Atlantic Avenue/Ocean Road. Atlantic Avenue/Ocean Road is over 1 mile from the Direct Route
Alternative. This distance, coupled with any existing vegetation, buildings, and topography
would prevent visibility of the Direct Route Alternative.

Blank Lane. Blank Lane ends at Head of Pond Road, along which the Direct Route Alternative
is proposed. The portion of Blank Lane nearest the Direct Route Alternative is lined with single-
family residences. Other portions are characterized by large open fields. Vehicles heading south,
toward the project area, would not have clear views of the proposed transmission lines due to
roadway orientation. Photosimulation B _on Figure 6-4b demonstrates the appearance of the
Direct Route Alternative from the intersection of Blank Lane and Head of Pond Road. As
shown, the transmission line would be visible from this location, but no significant impacts are
expected since the Direct Route Alternative would replace the existing 35-foot utility poles with
48-foot poles and add three new conductors where existing utility poles and utility lines already
exist.

Brick Kiln Road. Brick Kiln Road is a north-south road with its southern terminus at Scuttle
Hole Road, along which the Direct Route Alternative is proposed. Visibility of the proposed

transmission line would not be possible from this location since it would be buried east of
Mitchells Lane.
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Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike north of Scuttle Hole Road. Bridgehampton Sag Harbor
Turnpike is largely forested north of Scuttle Hole Road. The Direct Route Alternative proposes
to run along this stretch of roadway, but the transmission line would be buried in this location
and therefore not visible.

Butter Lane from north of Foster Avenue to Scuttle Hole Road. Butter Lane runs northwest-
southeast and perpendicular to the Direct Route Alternative. Southernmost portions of this road
farthest from the proposed transmission line are in an industrial area greater than one mile from
the Direct Route Alternative. Portions closer to Scuttle Hole Road would not have visibility of
the transmission line since it would be buried east of Mitchells Lane. Therefore no significant
adverse visual impacts are anticipated.

Church Lane. Church Lane is over 1 mile from the Direct Route Alternative. This distance,
coupled with any existing vegetation, buildings, and topography would prevent visibility of the
Direct Route Alternative.

Cobb Isle Road. Cobb Isle Road is over 1 mile from the Direct Route Alternative. This distance,
coupled with any existing vegetation, buildings, and topography would prevent visibility of the
Direct Route Alternative.

Cobb Road. Cobb Road is located approximately one half mile from the Direct Route
Alternative. Due to distance, vegetation, and buildings, Cobb Road would not provide clear
views of the Direct Route Alternative. Therefore, no significant adverse visual impacts would
result from the proposed transmission lines.

Cooks Lane. Cooks Lane runs perpendicular to and intersects Scuttle Hold Road, along which
the Direct Route Alternative is proposed. Land through which Cooks Lane traverses is
dominated by open fields. The proposed transmission poles would be visible from this road but
the topography and distance from the proposed utility line would limit any apparent views to
locations nearest Scuttle Hole Road. For example, Photograph 2 on Figure 6-3a shows that at
approximately 0.5 miles, the distance across the fields would be too great to allow for any
noticeable visibility. From locations closer to Scuttle Hole Road, views similar to those depicted
in Photosimulation D on Figure 6-4d, taken from Hayground Road just east of Cooks Lane can
be expected. Since the proposed transmission line would only be approximately 13 feet taller
with three new conductors, and since existing utility poles would simply be replaced, no
significant adverse visual impacts are anticipated.

Davids Lane. Davids Lane is approximately one mile east of the Direct Route Alternative. This
distance, coupled with the presence of residential structures and existing vegetation would
prevent the proposed transmission lines from being visible from this area. Therefore, no
significant adverse visual impact would result from the Direct Route Alternative.

Deerfield Road. Deerfield Road runs roughly perpendicular to the Direct Route Alternative,
which it intersects at the junction of Head of Pond Road. For a short distance the Direct Route
Alternative runs along Deerfield Road, where the proposed transmission poles would be visible.
North of Head of Pond Road, southbound travelers on Deerfield Road would have clear views of
the proposed transmission lines across expansive open fields. Photosimulation A on Figure 6-4a
shows how the Direct Route Alternative would alter views at the intersection of Deerfield and
Head of Pond Roads. Since the Direct Route Alternative replaces the approximately 35-foot
wooden poles with 48-foot wooden poles and adds three new conductors, proposed visual
conditions would remain similar to existing conditions where existing poles and utility lines
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already exist. Therefore the Direct Route Alternative would not significantly change the
character of the area and would not result in significant adverse visual impacts.

South of Head of Pond Road, Deerfield Road is generally lined by vegetation which would
screen views of the proposed transmission line. Therefore no significant adverse visual impacts
would result from the Direct Route Alternative.

Edge of Woods Road west of Seven Ponds-Towd Road. Edge of Woods Road west of Seven
Ponds-Towd Road is more than one half mile northwest of the Direct Route Alternative. Dense
forest cover generally screens the area of the proposed transmission lines. Therefore, no adverse
visual effects would result from this Direct Route Alternative. One cleared area near David
Whites Lane exists along Edge of Woods Road, but the transmission line would still not be
visible from this location since it would be buried between the Southampton Substation and
North Sea Mecox Road.. Therefore, even along cleared portions of Edge of Woods Road, the
Direct Route Alternative would not result in a significant adverse visual impact.

Edge of Woods Road between Water Mill-Towd and Deerfield Roads. This portion of Edge of
Woods Road is roughly one mile from the Direct Route Alternative. Although much of the land
between Edge of Woods Road and the Direct Route Alternative is characterized by open fields,
the proposed transmission lines would be screened by existing dense tree stands that line the
entire stretch of roadway. In instances where gaps in vegetation exist, the proposed transmission
line would be at a distance great enough to limit any obvious visibility. Therefore, the Direct
Route Alternative would not result in any significant adverse visual impacts on this scenic road.

Flying Point Road. Flying Point Road is essentially an east-west road east of Montauk Highway
(NY 27). It is more than 0.5 miles from the Direct Route Alternative and runs primarily through
mid-density single-family residential neighborhoods. Due to distance and existing structures and
vegetation, the proposed transmission line would not be visible from this area, and would not
result in an adverse visual impact.

Halsey Lane. Halsey Lane is located roughly 0.5 to 1 mile southeast of the Direct Route
Alternative. Halsey Lane is lined by thick vegetation and existing residential structures that
would screen the proposed transmission line from this roadway. Therefore, no significant
adverse visual impacts would result from the Direct Route Alternative.

Hayground Road between Mecox Road and Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27. Hayground Road,
located approximately 0.75 miles from the study area, is lined by vegetation along most of the
stretch between Mecox Road and Montauk Highway. This portion of Hayground Road does not
offer any direct views of the Direct Route Alternative. Roadway orientation and existing
vegetation blocks views of the project area. Therefore, the proposed transmission lines would
not be visible from this corridor, thus not resulting in any adverse visual impacts.

Hayground Road between Windmill Lane and Scuttle Hole Road. Hayground Road runs north
and south between Windmill Lane and Scuttle Hole Road. Southern portions of this corridor run
along open fields that would allow visibility of the proposed transmission line approximately 0.5
miles away. Because Hayground Road runs parallel to the proposed transmission line in this
section, the proposed transmission lines would only be visible by north and southbound travelers
looking directly west. The bearing of the roadway would be different than the bearing of
prevalent views. The distance of the transmission line from the roadway would minimize its
visibility so as to not significantly affect visual character along Hayground Road. Closer to its

intersection with Scuttle Hole Road, visibility of the proposed transmission line would be
possible. Potential views are demonstrated in Figure 6-d. As seen in the photosimulation, the
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proposed transmission line and new poles would not significantly alter the character of the
surround or views from this roadway. Therefore, no significant adverse visual impacts are
anticipated.

Head of Pond Road between Water Mill-Towd and Scuttle Hole Roads. The Direct Route
Alternative proposes to follow Head of Pond Road between Water Mill-Towd and Scuttle Hole
Roads. The proposed transmission line would run along a portion of Head of Pond and would
therefore be visible along this roadway. The Direct Route Alternative intends to replace existing
35-foot wooden transmission poles with similar-looking 48-foot wooden poles with 3 new
conductors. Several existing utilities are already attached to existing utility poles that line the
roadway. Figures 6-4a through 6-4c demonstrate existing and proposed conditions along
portions of this scenic roadway. Figure 6-4c shows the view looking northeast along Head of
Pond Road from Water Mill-Towd Road. As shown, the Direct Route Alternative would add
approximately 13 feet to each utility pole along with three new conductors. While visible, the
new transmission line and taller utility poles would not result in a significant departure from
existing conditions. Therefore, no significant adverse visual impacts are anticipated along Head
of Pond Road.

Highland Terrace. Highland Terrace is over 1 mile from the Direct Route Alternative. This
distance, coupled with any existing vegetation, buildings, and topography would prevent
visibility of the Direct Route Alternative.

Hildreth Lane. Hildreth Lane is over 1 mile from the Direct Route Alternative. This distance,
coupled with any existing vegetation, buildings, and topography would prevent visibility of the
Direct Route Alternative.

Lopers Path. Lopers Path is an east-west road between Noyac Path and Millstone Road, but
heads in a more northerly-southerly direction east of Millstone Road. The southern side of the
east-west portion, looking toward the proposed transmission line, is characterized by expansive
open fields. The project area is roughly one mile or more from Lopers Path, thus preventing
clear views of the proposed poles. Furthermore, the eastern terminus of the overhead portion of
the transmission line would be located near Shorts Pond. The portion east of Millstone Road is
roughly 0.5 miles from the proposed transmission line in parts. Visibility of the proposed
transmission line would not be possible from this section due to the fact that the line would be
underground east of Mitchells Lane. Therefore, no significant adverse impacts would result from
the Direct Route Alternative to this visual resource.

Lumber Lane from north of Chase Court to Scuttle Hole Road. Lumber Lane runs north-south
and perpendicular to the Direct Route Alternative. Open fields dominate the landscape from this

corridor. Since the proposed transmission line would be buried east of Mitchells Lane it would
not be visible from Lumber Lane.

Mecox Road. Mecox Road is located more than one mile southeast of the Direct Route
Alternative study area. This roadway passes through predominantly single-family residential
neighborhoods. Due to distance and existing vegetation, the proposed transmission line and
poles would not be visible from this resource. Therefore, no significant adverse visual impacts
would result from the Direct Route Alternative.

Millstone Road. Millstone road is lined with a combination of wooded areas and open fields.
Much of the road is heavily wooded. This vegetation would screen the path of the proposed
transmission line. Portions of the roadway that run through areas of open fields are not oriented

January 2008 6-28



Chapter 6: Visual Resources

in ways that allow for apparent visibility of the proposed transmission line. Millstone Road
essentially runs perpendicular to the Direct Route Alternative; therefore, much of this corridor
would not allow views due to the bearing of prevalent views compared to the bearing of the
roadway. Furthermore, areas along the roadway with views across open fields would not have
views of the transmission line due to the fact that the eastern terminus of the overhead portion of
the line would be located near Shorts Pond. Views of the Direct Route Alternative would
generally only be possible in the vicinity of Guyer Road. At this location views may be possible
looking west on Scuttle Hole Road toward the riser pole near Shorts Pond that represents the
eastern terminus of the overhead portion of the transmission line. Figure 6-5f shows a view of
this riser pole from a few hundred feet away. Therefore, any views of the riser pole would be
extremely limited since Millstone Road is nearly 0.5 miles from the riser pole and some

vegetation would provide screening. Therefore, no significant adverse visual impacts would
occur.

Mitchells Lane from north of Snake Hollow Road to Scuttle Hole Road. Mitchells Lane runs
perpendicular to Scuttle Hole Road where the Direct Route Alternative is proposed. However
the proposed transmission line would become all underground in a location about 0.25 miles
west of the intersection of Mitchells | ane and Scuttle Hole Road. This distance, combined with
some vegetation that surrounds the riser pole location near Shorts Pond would limit visibility.
Figure 6-5f shows what the riser pole would look like from a much closer location. Given the
distance and the effects of atmospheric perspective, in addition to screening provided by
vegetation, no significant adverse visual impacts are anticipated from this location.

Montauk Highway. The scenically designated portion of Montauk Highway is over 1 mile from
the Direct Route Alternative. This distance, coupled with any existing vegetation, buildings, and
topography would prevent visibility of the Direct Route Alternative.

Narrow Lane. Narrow Lane is a northwest-southeast oriented road between Head of Pond Road
and Scuttle Hold Road. The Direct Route Alternative runs along Head of Pond Road and would
be visible across large open fields to travelers heading northwest. Photosimulations B and D
show views of the proposed transmission line from nearby locations. However, because the
proposed utility poles would replace existing poles with incrementally higher poles that are
otherwise similar in appearance to existing distribution poles, the scenic views from Narrow
Lane would not be greatly altered. Therefore, no significant adverse visual impacts would result
from the Direct Route Alternative.

Narrow Lane South. Narrow Lane South runs northwesterly-southeasterly with its northwestern
terminus at Head of Pond Road, along which the Direct Route Alternative is proposed. An
expansive open field on the northeastern side of the road would allow visibility of the proposed
transmission lines to the northeast for vehicles heading northwesterly. However, some sight-line
distances would be up to 0.5 miles. Existing vegetation on the southwestern side of the road

would screen views to the northwest. Photosimulations B and D show views of the proposed

transmission line from nearby locations. The proposed utility poles would be approximately 13
feet taller, but similar in appearance to existing poles thus not adversely affecting this visual

resource.

North Sea Mecox Road west of David Whites Lane. The portion of North Sea Mecox Road west
of David Whites Lane is approximately 0.5 miles from the Direct Route Alternative. Land in this

area is characterized by expansive, open fields. Since the proposed transmission line would not
become overhead until the intersection of North Sea Mecox Road and Seven Ponds Road, views

of the transmission line would not be possible from the scenically designated portion of North
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Sea Mecox Road. Views of the tranmsionn line and riser pole near the intersection of North Sea
Mecox Road and Seven Ponds Road are shown in Figure 6-5e.

Noyac Path. Noyac Path is a north-south road stretching from Millstone Road to Head of Pond
Road. Although the Direct Route Alternative runs along Head of Pond Road, existing vegetation
along Noyac Path would screen visibility of the Direct Route Alternative. Portions of Noyac
Path do run through areas of flat, open fields. However, these areas are one mile or farther from
the Direct Route Alternative, thus preventing any significant adverse visual impacts to this
scenic corridor. The only visibility of the Transmission line from Noyac Path would be right
near its intersection with Scuttle Hole Road. Photosimulations B and D show views of the
proposed transmission line from nearby similar locations. As shown, the proposed utility poles
would be approximately 13 feet taller, but similar in appearance to existing poles. Thus no
significant adverse impacts would occur to this visual resource.

Old Mill Road from south of Mill Pond to Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27. Old Mill Road is
located approximately one quarter to one half mile from the Direct Route Alternative. The
roadway is lined by existing buildings and vegetation. The buildings and vegetation would
generally limit views of the proposed transmission line. If views are possible from certain
locations, they would be brief and heavily screened. Therefore, no significant adverse visual
impacts are anticipated.

Old Sag Harbor Road between Millstone and Brick Kiln Roads. Old Sag Harbor Road runs
parallel to the Direct Route Alternative approximately one mile to the north through a heavily
forested region. No expansive scenic vistas are available and the transmission line would be
buried east of Mitchells Lane. Therefore, no significant adverse visual impacts would result from
the Direct Route Alternative.

Pauls Lane. Pauls Lane is over 1 mile from the Direct Route Alternative. This distance, coupled
with any existing vegetation, buildings, and topography would prevent visibility of the Direct
Route Alternative.

Sagaponack Road. Sagaponack Road is over 1 mile from the Direct Route Alternative. This
distance, coupled with any existing vegetation, buildings, and topography would prevent
visibility of the Direct Route Alternative.

Scuttle Hole Road from Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27 to Narrow Lane. Scuttle Hole Road
runs north and south between Montauk Highway (Route 27) and Narrow Lane. Existing
vegetation screens views of the project area for most of its extent, although a small portion of the
western side of the road is bounded by a large open field, across which the proposed
transmission lines would be visible from northbound vehicles. However, the proposed
transmission lines would be approximately 0.75 miles away and not in travelers’ direct line of
sight. This distance, combined with the similar appearance of the transmission poles compared
to existing poles, would prevent significant adverse visual impacts.

Scuttle Hole Road between Head of Pond Road and Meadows Lane. The Direct Route
Alternative would run along Scuttle Hole Road, and the proposed transmission line would be
visible along most segments of this roadway between Head of Pond Road and a point
approximately 0.25 miles west of Mitchells Lane. Figure 6-4d and Figure 6-5f show proposed
views from two locations along Scuttle Hole Road. As the photosimulations show, the proposed
transmission line would be visible, but the incremental difference in height (approximately 13
feet) and three new conductors would not result in a significant impact to visual character along
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this roadway due to the fact that the proposed poles would replace existing poles that already

carry several utilities. A riser pole near Shorts Pond would also be visible along Shuttle Hole
Road as seen in Figure 6-5f. While this riser pole would be taller than a typical pole along the
route (up to 56 feet), and would have conduits and additional crossbars, it still would not create a
significant adverse visual impact. The riser pole would be sensitively placed in a location
surrounded by vegetation. Furthermore, since the riser pole would be place near a bend in the
road, it would only be visible briefly to those traveling on Scuttle Hole Road. Therefore, neither
the riser pole nor the transmission line would detract from the area

Water Mill-Towd Road. The southeastern terminus of Water Mill-Towd Road is at the
intersection of Head of Pond Road, along which runs the Direct Route Alternative. It is likely
that the proposed transmission line would only be visible at the approach of this intersection
since the entire stretch of Water Mill-Towd Road is heavily forested or otherwise characterized
by low-density residential uses surrounded by forests. While visible, the Direct Route
Alternative would result in insignificant changes compared to the existing condition as
approximately 13 feet and three new conductors would be added to existing utility poles. Figures
6-4c to 6-4h demonstrate how views of existing wooden poles would be altered. Figure 6-4i
shows the view looking northeast along Head of Pond Road from Water Mill-Towd Road. Since
the Direct Route Alternative would not substantially change existing conditions, no significant
adverse impacts are anticipated.

Wickapogue Road. Wickapogue Road is over 1 mile from the Direct Route Alternative. This
distance, coupled with any existing vegetation, buildings, and topography would prevent
visibility of the Direct Route Alternative.

Public Parks

Agawam Park, Village of Southampton. Agawam Park is located on the northern shore of
Agawam Lake, approximately %2 mile southwest of the terminus of the Direct Route Alternative
at the Southampton Substation. The existing vegetation and distance from the project area would
prevent the proposed transmission line from being visible from this park. Therefore, the Direct
Route Alternative would not result in any adverse visual impacts to this park.

Berwind Memorial Green. Berwind Memorial Green is the site of historic Beebe Windmill,
located on Ocean Road and Hildreth Ave in the Bridgehampton hamlet center. The green is
located approximately 2.2 miles south of the Bridgehampton Substation, and although portions
of the Direct Route Alternative along Scuttle Hole Road are as close as 1.25 miles from the
green, views of the Direct Route Alternative would not be possible due to the distance. In
addition, the existing buildings within the hamlet center would further obstruct any views of the
proposed transmission lines from the Berwind Memorial Green.

Big Woods Preserve. Big Woods Preserve, owned by the Town of Southampton and the Nature
Conservancy, is located by Big Fresh Pond and Scott Roads in North Sea. The preserve is
approximately 3 miles northwest of the Southampton Substation. Given this distance, vegetation,
and topography, views of the Direct Route Alternative would not be possible from this location.

Bridgehampton Militia Green. This Town-owned triangular commons is located at the
intersection of Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27 and Ocean Road in Bridgehampton hamlet
center. The park is approximately 2 miles south of the Bridgehampton Substation. It is closest to
the Direct Route Alternative at the intersection of Scuttle Hole Road and Mitchells Lane
(approximately 1 mile away). The distance, existing vegetation, and buildings within the hamlet
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center would obstruct all views of the transmission line from this location. Therefore the Direct
Route Alternative would not result in any significant adverse impacts.

Coopers Beach. Coopers Beach, a Village of Southampton beach, is located at the southwest
corner of Meadow and Coopers Neck Lanes along the Atlantic Ocean. The beach is
approximately 1.5 miles southwest of the Southampton Substation. Due to distance, topography,
and existing vegetation, there would not be any views of the substation or transmission lines
from this location.

Cryder Beach. Cryder Beach, a Village of Southampton beach, is located off Cryder Lane,
along the Atlantic Ocean. The beach is approximately 1 mile south of the Southampton
Substation. Given this distance and the existing topography and vegetation, views of the
substation and transmission lines would not be possible from this location. In addition, scenic
views from this location are primarily of the ocean as opposed to the upland community, and no
ocean views would be obstructed from this location.

David Whites Park. This Village of Southampton Park is located on David Whites Lane at the
end of Pulaski Street. The Direct Route Alternative would not be visible from David White’s

Park since the transmission line would be underground until North Sea Mecox Road and Seven
Ponds Road.

Emma Rose Elliston Park. Emma Rose Elliston Park, a Town of Southampton park, is located
south of Millstone Brook Road by Big Fresh Pond. The park is located over a mile northwest of
the Direct Route Alternative study area. Given this distance, the Direct Route Alternative would
not be visible from this location.

Flying Point Beach. Flying Point Beach is located on Flying Point Road south of Mecox Bay,
along the Atlantic Ocean in the hamlet of Water Mill. This Town beach is located more than one
mile south of the Direct Route Alternative study area, and more than 2.75 miles south of any
portion of the proposed transmission line. Despite the open water and long views from Mecox
Bay, the Direct Route Alternative would not be visible from this location due to vegetation,
buildings, distance, and topography on the opposite side of the bay.

Flying Point Park (Downs Family). Flying Point Park, a Village of Southampton park, is
located on Flying Point Road south of Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27. The park is within the
Direct Route Alternative study area, and approximately 0.75 miles from the closest portion of
the proposed transmission line. Due to existing topography, vegetation, and distance, combined
with the fact that portions of the transmission line would be underground, the increase in pole
height and new transmission lines would not be perceptible from this location. Therefore, the
Direct Route Alternative would not have a significant adverse impact on this location.

Foster Memorial Beach (Long Beach). Foster Memorial Beach, a Town of Southampton beach,
is a causeway beach that traverses both sides of Noyac Long Beach Road between Noyac and
North Haven along Noyac Bay. At its closest point, the beach is approximately 2.5 miles north
of the Direct Route Alternative at the intersection of Scuttle Hole Road and Brick Kiln Road. As
shown in Photograph 9 on Figure 6-3e, Natural vegetation buffers and sight-line distance would
prevent any significant adverse visual impacts to Foster Memorial Beach.

Fowlers Lane Beach. Fowlers Lane Beach, a Village of Southampton beach, is located at the
end of Fowler Lane, near Phillips and Jule Ponds, along the Atlantic Ocean. The beach is over
approximately 2 miles from the nearest portion of the proposed transmission line. Therefore, due
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to distance, topography, and existing vegetation, the proposed utility line would not be visible
from this location.

Georgica Pond Area. A Nature Conservancy preserve is located by Georgica Pond, in the
southwestern section of the Town of Easthampton. The preserve is over 2.5 miles southeast of
the Direct Route Alternative study area. Due to distance, existing buildings, and vegetation, the
proposed transmission line would not be visible from this location.

Gibson Beach. Gibson Beach, a Town of Southampton beach along the Atlantic Ocean, is
located at the end of Gibson Lane in Sagaponack. The beach is approximately 2.75 miles south
of the Direct Route Alternative study area. Due to the distance, existing buildings, and
vegetation, the proposed transmission line would not be visible from this location.

Gin Lane Beach. Gin Lane Beach, a Village of Southampton beach, is located west of South
Main Street and south of Gin Lane and Agawam Lake, along the Atlantic Ocean. The beach is
approximately 0.5 miles south of the Direct Route Alternative study area, and approximately 1.5
miles southeast of the Southampton Substation. Due to distance, topography, and existing

vegetation, views of the proposed transmission line would not be possible from this location.

Halsey Neck Lane Beach. Halsey Neck Lane Beach, a Village of Southampton beach, is located
by Meadow Lane and Halsey Neck Lane along the Atlantic Ocean. The beach is over a mile
south of the Direct Route Alternative study area, and 1.75 miles southwest of the Southampton
Substation. Due to distance, topography, and existing vegetation, there would not be any views
of the proposed transmission line from this location.

Havens Beach. Havens Beach, a Village of Sag Harbor beach, is located north of Bay and
Hempstead Streets. The beach is located more than one mile north of the Direct Route
Alternative study area, and more than 2 miles from the Bridgehampton Substation (the nearest
point along the Direct Route Alternative). The distance and relatively dense development within
the Village of Sag Harbor would obstruct any views of the proposed transmission lines and
substation from this location.

Laurel Valley County Park. Laurel Valley County Park is located on the east side of Deerfield
Road north of Middle Line Highway. The park is more than 3 miles north of the Direct Route
Alternative transmission line. Therefore, the distance, topography, and vegetation would obstruct
all views of the proposed transmission line.

Little Plains Beach. Little Plains Beach, a Village of Southampton beach, is located at the end
of Little Plains Road on the Atlantic Ocean. The beach is approximately 1.2 miles southeast of
the Southampton substation. The distance and development within Southampton, combined with
the fact that portions of the transmission line nearest to this location would be buried, would
obstruct all views of the substation and proposed transmission line from this location. In
addition, scenic views from this location are primarily of the Atlantic Ocean, which would in no
way be obstructed by the Direct Route Alternative.

Lola Prentice Park. Lola Prentice Park, a Village of Southampton park, is located on Windmill
Lane north of Jobs Lane. The park is approximately 0.75 miles south of the Southampton
Substation. Given this distance and the existing development within Southampton views of the
proposed transmission line would not be possible.

Long Pond Greenbelt. Stretching between Sag Harbor and the Atlantic Ocean is an area
designated as the Long Pond Greenbelt which was established by the Nature Conservancy. The
greenbelt incorporates a network of ponds including Long Pond, Little Long Pond, and Crooked
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Pond. The greenbelt is bounded to the west by Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike, along
which the proposed transmission line would run. Portions of the expanded Bridgehampton
Substation along Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike may be visible from portions of the Long
Pond Greenbelt. The Bridgehampton Substation is currently visible through a narrow band of
vegetation along the western side of Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike. Improvements at the
Bridgehampton Substation would be made approximately 350 feet from Bridgehampton Sag
Harbor Turnpike. This distance, combined with the vegetative screening would limit visibility of
any new equipment constructed at the substation. Furthermore, LIPA has committed to
providing appropriate new evergreen and deciduous vegetation to further screen any new
equipment in the event that it is visible from Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike. Views of the
transmission line would not be possible since it would be buried along Bridgehampton Sag
Turnpike. Therefore, the visual quality of this roadway would not be noticeably altered and the
Direct Route Alternative would result in no significant adverse visual impacts.

Mashashimuet Park, Village of Sag Harbor. Mashashimuet Park is located near Sag Harbor at
the intersection of Main Street and Jermain Avenue. The park is approximately 1 mile north of
the terminus of the Direct Route Alternative at the Bridgehampton Substation. Land surrounding
this park is heavily forested and would screen potential views of the proposed transmission lines.
Therefore, no significant adverse visual impacts are expected to Mashashimuet Park.

Mecox Bay Preserve. Mecox Bay Preserve is owned by the Nature Conservancy and located
along Dune Road between Mecox Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, in Bridgehampton. The preserve
is approximately 1.5 miles south of the Direct Route Alternative study area, and more than 3
miles south of any portion of the proposed transmission line. Despite the open water and long
views from Mecox Bay, the Direct Route Alternative would not be visible from this location.

Mecox Beach. Mecox Beach, a Town of Southampton beach, is located at the intersection of
Dune Road and Jobs Lane along the Atlantic Ocean coastline in Bridgehampton. The beach is
approximately 2 miles south of the Direct Route Alternative study area and more than 3 miles
south of any portion of the proposed transmission line. Despite the open water and long views
from Mecox Bay, the Direct Route Alternative would not be visible from this location.

Munn Point. Munn Point, a Village of Southampton beach and preserve, is located off Meadow
Lane between Shinnecock Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. The beach is approximately 2 miles
southwest of the Direct Route Alternative study area and more than 3.5 miles southwest of the
Southampton Substation. The distance, topography, and existing development would obstruct
any views of the Direct Route Alternative.

North Sea Athletic Facility and Park. North Sea Park, a Town of Southampton property, is
located on Majors Path east of Little Fresh Pond in North Sea. It is approximately 0.5 miles
outside the Direct Route Alternative study area and is approximately 1 mile north of the
Southampton Substation. The distance and existing development would obstruct all views of the
Direct Route Alternative.

Northwest Harbor County Park. Northwest Harbor County Park is within the Easthampton
Town limits and sits near the northern shore of Long Island’s south fork. The park is roughly 3
miles from the terminus of the Direct Route Alternative at the Bridgehampton Substation. As
shown in Photograph 8 on Figure 6-3d, despite expansive views across Northwest Creek looking
toward the proposed transmission line, the proposed transmission line would be at a great
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enough distance to prevent them from being visible from this park. Therefore, no significant
adverse visual impacts are expected to Northwest Harbor County Park.

Old Town Beach. Old Town Beach is an Atlantic Ocean beach located by the intersection of Old
Town Road and Gin Lane in the Village of Southampton. The beach is approximately 2 miles
southeast of the Southampton Substation and 1.75 miles south of the LIRR section of the Direct
Route Alternative transmission line. Similar to other Southampton beaches along the Atlantic
Ocean, the distance and development within Southampton would obstruct all views of the
substation and transmission line from this location. In addition, scenic views from this location
are primarily of the Atlantic Ocean, which would in no way be obstructed by the Direct Route
Alternative.

Peter’s Pond Beach. Peter’s Pond Beach, a Town of Southampton beach along the Atlantic
Ocean, is located at the end of Peters Pond Lane in Sagaponack. The beach is over 2.75 miles
southeast of the Direct Route Alternative study area. Due to the distance, vegetation, and
buildings, the proposed transmission line would not be visible from this location.

Poxabogue County Park. Poxabogue County Park is located just east of the hamlet of
Bridgehampton. The park sits between Poxabogue Pond and the LIRR tracks. It is accessed by
Old Farm Road. Poxabogue County Park is roughly 1.5 miles from the Direct Route Alternative.
As shown in Photograph 7 on Figure 6-3d, visibility of the proposed transmission line would be
screened by existing vegetation. Therefore, the Direct Route Alternative would not result in any
significant adverse visual impacts to Poxabogue County Park.

Railroad Plaza Park, Village of Southampton. Railroad Plaza Park is located south of the LIRR
Southampton station, along Railroad Plaza. The park is within the Direct Route Alternative
study area. The existing transmission lines are visible from this location. However since the
proposed route would be underground until North Sea Mecox Road, views of the proposed
transmission line would not be possible from this location.

Richard L. Fowler Nature Walk, Village of Southampton. The Richard L. Fowler Nature Walk
is located approximately 1.5 miles south of the Seven Ponds Road section of the Direct Route
Alternative. The proposed transmission line would not be visible from this nature walk due to
the presence of vegetation within the preserve, which is heavily forested and screens the study
area from this resource. Therefore, the Direct Route Alternative would not result in any
significant adverse visual impacts to the Richard L. Fowler Nature Walk.

Rosko Drive Park. Rosko Drive Park is located at the east end of Anns Lane south of Montauk
Highway/Hill Street in the Village of Southampton. This Village property is more than one mile
southwest of the Southampton Substation. Due to the distance and existing residential
development surrounding the property, the Direct Route Alternative would not be visible from
this location.

Ruth Wales DuPont Sanctuary. Ruth Wales DuPont Sanctuary is owned by the Nature
Conservancy and located east of Captains Neck Lane along the western shore of Taylor Creek in
the Village of Southampton. The sanctuary is over one-half mile southwest of the Direct Route
Alternative study area. Due to the distance and existing residential development surrounding the
property, the Direct Route Alternative would not be visible from this location.

Sagg Main Town Beach. Sagg Main Town Beach is located on a small peninsula separating
Sagaponack Pond and the Atlantic Ocean at the end of Sagaponack Main Street. This park is
more than 3 miles from the Direct Route Alternative. Even though there is an expansive vista
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across Sagaponack Pond from Sagg Main Town Beach as shown in Photograph 6 on Figure 6-
3c, the proposed transmission line would not be visible due to natural vegetation buffers and
distance.

Sagg Swamp Nature Preserve. Sagg Swamp Nature Preserve is located along Sagg Road, more
than 2 miles southeast of the Direct Route Alternative and Bridgehampton Substation. It is also
located southeast of the Bridgehampton hamlet center. The preserve is not easily accessible and
is not a large public gathering place. Existing structures and vegetation would screen the
proposed transmission line from this area. Therefore, no significant adverse visual impacts
would result from the Direct Route Alternative.

Sayre Park. Sayre Park, a Town of Southampton park, is located on Snake Hollow Road along
the LIRR tracks in Bridgehampton. The park is within the Direct Route Alternative study area
and is approximately 1 mile south of the proposed transmission line. Due to the distance, and
existing vegetation and development, the Direct Route Alternative or substations would not be
visible from this location. Therefore, the Direct Route Alternative would not result in any
significant adverse visual impacts.

Scallop Pond Preserve. The proposed transmission line is approximately 2.5 miles east of the
preserve and screened by thick vegetation. Therefore, the Direct Route Alternative would not
result in any significant adverse visual impacts to the Scallop Pond Preserve.

Town Line Beach. Town Line Beach, a Town of Southampton oceanfront beach, is accessible
via Town Line Road in Sagaponack. The beach is approximately 3 miles southeast of the Direct
Route Alternative study area. Due to distance, buildings, and vegetation, the proposed
transmission line would not be visible from this location.

Trout Pond Park. Trout Pond Park, a Town of Southampton park, is located at Noyack Road
and Ruggs Path in Noyack. The park is approximately 1.25 miles north of the Direct Route
Alternative study area. Due to the distance, and dense vegetation between the park and proposed
transmission line, visibility of the proposed line would not be possible from this location.

Water Mill Hamlet Center Green. The Water Mill Village Green is a triangular open space
maintained by the Water Mill Village Improvement Association. The property is bounded by
Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27, Halsey Lane, and Proprietors Lane. The green is
approximately 2.2 miles south of the Bridgehampton Substation, and although portions of the
Direct Route Alternative along Scuttle Hole Road are as close as 1.25 miles from the green, the
distance and existing buildings within the hamlet center would block any views of the proposed
transmission lines from the Water Mill Hamlet Center Green.

William Dunwell Park. William Dunwell Park, a Village of Southampton park, is located at the
intersection of Old Town Road and Toylsome Lane. The park is within the Direct Route
Alternative study area. The park is approximately 1 mile southeast of the Southampton
Substation. The high concentration of residential development between the park and proposed
transmission line would screen all views of the Direct Route Alternative from this location.

Windward Way Park. Windward Way Park is located south of Windward Way in the Village of
Southampton. The park is located 0.3 miles west of the Southampton Substation along the LIRR
tracks. It currently has full views of the tracks and partial views of the substation. Since the

transmission line would be buried up to North Sea Mecox Road, it would not be visible from the

January 2008 6-36



Chapter 6: Visual Resources

park. Therefore, the Direct Route Alternative would not result in any significant adverse visual
impacts to Windward Way Park.

W. Scott Cameron Beach. W. Scott Cameron Beach, a Town of Southampton beach, is located
on Dune Road south of Mecox Bay along the Atlantic Ocean in Bridgehampton. The beach is
approximately 5 miles southwest of the Bridgehampton Substation and 3 miles south of the
proposed Direct Route Alternative transmission line. Despite the open water and long views
from Mecox Bay, no portion of the Direct Route Alternative would be visible from this location.
In addition, scenic views from this location are primarily of the Atlantic Ocean and Mecox Bay,
which would in no way be obstructed by the Direct Route Alternative.

Wolf Swamp Sanctuary. On the northwestern shore of Big Fresh Pond at the intersection of
Millstone Brook Road and Scott Road is the Wolf Swamp Sanctuary. This site is roughly 3 miles
from the Direct Route Alternative. Due to distance and natural vegetative buffers, there would
not be any significant adverse visual impacts to the Wolf Swamp Sanctuary.

Wyandanch Beach. Wyandanch Beach, a Village of Southampton beach, is located along the
Atlantic Ocean at the end of Wyandanch Lane. This beach is approximately 1.3 miles southeast
of the Southampton substation. Similar to other Southampton beaches along the Atlantic Ocean,
the distance and development within Southampton would likely obstruct all views of the
substation and transmission line from this location. In addition, scenic views from this location
are primarily of the Atlantic Ocean, which would in no way be obstructed by the Direct Route
Alternative.

Other Locally Significant Resources

Railroad Corridor. The Long Island Railroad Corridor runs east-west through the study area.
There are also two train stations in downtown Southampton and Bridgehampton. While a portion
of the existing transmission line route currently utilizes the railroad tracks, no portion of the
Direct Route Alternative would be visible from the railroad. Therefore, the Direct Route
Alternative is not expected to adversely affect views from the Long Island Railroad.

Mill Pond. Mill Pond is located near Water Mill. Due to vegetation that surrounds the Pond on
the North and West sides of the Pond, views of the proposed transmission line would be
unlikely. If any areas where gaps in the dense vegetation exist, the views of the transmission line
would still be screened by at least some vegetation. Therefore, the Direct Route Alternative
would not result in any significant adverse visual impacts.

E. CONCLUSION

Of the 106 visual resources listed above, the proposed poles associated with the overhead

portion of the Direct Route Alternative under the 55 percent underground and 45 percent
overhead configuration would be visible or potentially visible from 15 resources, which are

listed below. Two additional resources could have partial views of the expanded Bridgehampton
Substation. The Direct Route Alternative transmission line and/or Bridgehampton Substation

expansion would or might be visible from the following existing or proposed resources:

e Long Pond Greenbelt (Community Preservation Fund Parcels) (Bridgehampton Substation
only)

e Paumanok Path
e Morton-to-Kellis Pond Trail
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e Blank Lane

e Bridgehampton Sag Harbor Turnpike (Bridgehampton Substation only)

e Cooks Lane

o Deerfield Road

e Hayground Road

e Head of Pond Road

o Mitchells Lane from north of Snake Hollow Road to Scuttle Hole Road

e Narrow Lane

e Narrow Lane South

¢ Noyack Path

e Old Mill Road from south of Mill Pond to Montauk Highway/NYS Route 27

e Scuttle Hole Road

e Water Mill-Towd Road

e Long Pond Greenbelt (Trails)

o Railroad Plaza Park, Village of Southampton

e Windward Way Park, Village of Southampton

Following the guidance of DEC-00-2, visibility of the proposed transmission line is not
considered a significant adverse impact at these locations because the Direct Route Alternative

would replace an existing distribution line at the same location and thus would not significantly
alter views from these locations or the public’s enjoyment of those resources.

The Direct Route Alternative would not have any significant adverse impacts on the visual
character of the study area. Although the new utility poles would be taller than the previous
poles, the height difference of 13 to 18 feet from a visual standpoint, and especially when
viewed from a distance of 100 or more feet, is negligible. The new transmission line, where
visible, would not be substantially different from the existing distribution lines along the route,
nor would it be in sharp contrast with existing land uses. Thus, the Direct Route Alternative
would not significantly impair the visual landscape as experienced from any scenic or historic
resources or interfere with or reduce the public’s, or area residents’, enjoyment and/or
appreciation of the appearance of any inventoried scenic, historic, open space or agricultural
resource. In addition, residents and visitors to the area would not experience a significant change
in the visual character of the area. Thus, there would be no significant adverse visual impacts as
a result of the Direct Route Alternative *
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